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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the possibility of a correlation between geographical
distribution of the large wooden shields made by the Aboriginal people of the north
Queensland rainforest and the designs appearing on the shields. The early chapters
do this through an examination of the relationship between design and shield
morphology for which a previous study had indicated correlation with geographical
distribution (Abernethy 1984). Detailed analyses of the design symmetries and the
relationships between these design symmetries, shield shapes, and the recorded
distributions of language groups within the rainforest are also presented. In part, the
study is also an attempt to find, without the benefit of field data, a theoretical and
methodological basis for the study both of art and design on anthropological
artefacts and the geographical distribution of artefacts on the basis of such art and

design.
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STATEMENT ON ACCESS TO THESIS

I, the undersigned author of this thesis, make the following revised statement on access,

inclusive of binding stipulations.

Access to the thesis is on site at the library of James Cook University. A courtesy copy was
sent to the Australian Museum and one is lodged at the Queensland Museum. All copies
may only be consulted on site at any of their respective locations. Only handwritten notes
may be made. Photocopies and other means of rapid copying or transmission are not

permitted. Interlibrary loans are not permitted.

Effective from 6 September, 2020: As a result of known improper use of this thesis and

failure by previous users to correctly acknowledge the author, the statements on access of 28
December, 1989, and 29 May, 2003, are superceded by the following revised statement, with

stipulations.

All users consulting this thesis will have to sign the following statement and

agree to its stipulations:

In consulting this thesis, I agree not to copy or closely paraphrase it in
whole or in part without the prior written consent of the author; I agree to
make proper written acknowledgment for ANY and ALL assistance which I
have obtained from it. I have read and agree to abide by the stipulations to
this statement and agree that my signature to this statement is deemed to
indicate my contractually binding acceptance of this statement on access,
inclusive of its stipulations.

Stipulations:

1. Twill acknowledge the author by name in either of the following two formats:
1.1.1. PREFERRED: “Lachlan, R-L (formerly Hale, R), 1989”;

1.1.2. ALTERNATIVELY: “Hale, R (now Lachlan, R-L), 1989”.
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2. The information set out here asserts that copyright over Dr Ranna-Lesley
Lachlan's (formerly Hale) thesis about the rainforest shields, and all related research
materials (published and unpublished) generated by the author, is held solely by the
author.

3. Since, at the time of submission, Dr Ranna-Lesley Lachlan's (formerly Hale) thesis
is one of only two dissertations devoted exclusively to the rainforest shields, any user
consulting the thesis derives significant assistance from it and, therefore, consultation of
the thesis [and/or online quotations] immediately and automatically incurs all
obligations and liabilities stipulated and implied here.

4. All users, individuals, and organizations consulting the thesis for any not-for-
profit, commercial, or other purpose whatsoever MUST observe all legal and ethical
protocols and obligations regarding licencing and ensuring due acknowledgment, and
must make prior arrangements regarding same. Prior signed and dated written
permission from the author is required before any of the thesis material can be used in
any manner.

5. The terms 'users'/ 'users of the thesis' include, but are not limited to, those who
consult the thesis during the development of or for production of exhibitions, exhibition
catalogues, catalogues for other purposes, dissertations, papers, articles, books,
publications and any other products in any media (print, electronic, or other) that are on
the subject of or make reference to the analysis of the rainforest shields and related
material in this thesis.

6. Tangible and enduring written acknowledgment of the thesis must be included in
the document/ publication/ product/ project and its supporting documentation. In the
case of exhibitions, labels are deemed ephemera and due acknowledgment must be in an
enduring format readily visible and accessible to all sectors of the public during the
exhibition, and accessible to them subsequent to the exhibition. Failure to make due
acknowledgment of the author may be subject to legal proceedings. Users of the thesis
who fail to make due acknowledgment and who subsequently receive career benefit

deriving from their product/ project relating to the rainforest shields or other material in
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the thesis may be subject to legal proceedings. Organizations profiting in any manner
from the products/ projects of, and/or employing, and/or contracting such users of the
thesis and / or sponsoring and / or hosting their work may be subject to legal proceedings.
The managers, directors or other responsible personnel or overseers of such
organizations, may also be subject to legal proceedings.

7. All users of the thesis including managers, curators, authors, researchers, project
developers, who consult the thesis and who receive financial remuneration and/or other
monetary or reputational benefit and /or profit in any form for any resulting exhibition/
document/ publication/ product/ project about the rainforest shields or other material
contained in the thesis are liable for due compensation to the thesis author. Such
commercial users who consult the thesis but who fail to make due compensation to its
author may be subject to legal proceedings. Organizations profiting in any manner from
the products/ projects of, and/or employing, and/or contracting such commercial users
of the thesis and/or sponsoring and/or hosting their work may be subject to legal
proceedings. The managers, directors or other responsible personnel or overseers of such
organizations, may also be subject to legal proceedings.

8. All moral rights and any other considerations in favor of the author as provided

for under law but not specified in these stipulations, are hereby asserted.

Ranna - Ledley Lacklan 6 Sepr, 2020

Dr Ranna-Lesley Lachlan (formerly Ranna Hale) Date

USER’S NAME (Block letters)

USER’S SIGNATURE Date (Day, Month, Year)
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